
Canadian Parents for French Saanich Chapter 
Meetings of Minutes 

October 11, 2018 
@ Bayside Middle School 

Attendance: Sandra Arthur (President), Christine Malmberg (Vice President, Secretary for this 
meeting), Cedar Payne (Treasurer), Monique Hiltz (Deep Cove Rep), Rachelle Hill (Bayside 
Rep), Heather Kopcok (parent at large, Deep Cove)  

Regrets: Andrea Calder (member at large), Caitlin Espinoza (Communications), Joel Dutil 
(Keating Rep) 

Motion to approve Agenda. Moved: Cedar. Second: Christine. Carried. 
 
Motion to approve Minutes from September meeting.  Moved: Christine. Second: Cedar. 
Carried. 

President’s Report 
• Welcome to our new Deep Cover rep!  
• Update provided on the new bulb fundraiser which has had mixed support from the schools. 

See Treasurer’s report. 
• New for this school year, SD63 has decided that all communication between CPF and 

school staff be channeled through the Language Advisory Committee (LAC) which is chaired 
by Cindy Lister (FI teacher at Bayside) and Kindra Harte (a Core French teacher at 
Claremont). The LAC meets monthly and the next meeting is on Wednesday, 7 am, October 
17th, 2018 and all language teachers in the District are invited to participate in the 
Committee.  Sandra Arthur has been invited to attend for CPF - Saanich Chapter. 

• The LAC will evaluate all suggestions made by CPF for supplemental French language 
learning activities and decide which should be supported in each school. 

VP Report 
• The President and Vice President met in late September with the new Superintendent Dave 

Eberwein to discuss concerns regarding the French Immersion programming at the high 
school level in SD63. See attached for the issues that were raised and that reflect 
discussions that CPF has had with various individuals in the District for the past 4 years. We 
had previously asked twice for an independent review of the FI program at the high school 
level for which we were not provided a response. We are now looking forward to hearing 
what the new Superintendent has to say. 

Treasurer’s Report/Grant applications 
• Chequing/savings account: $2,913.79; term deposit $3,358.29 
• Awaiting an additional $1,000 in funds from provincial branch. 
• Revenues for bulb sales to date: 1.   Deep Cove: $389; 2.   Keating: $873.50; 3.   Stelly's 

$318; 4. Bayside: $0. 
• We are planning to apply for provincial, socio/cultural grants for the following activities: 

Stelly’s: Théatre La Seizième, Deep Cove and Keating: Maple Man, Keating Lecture en 
cadeau, SD63:  K12 Gift Exchange or replacement FI Grade 12 recognition /honour by CPF 
(unknown whether event will happen due to volunteer hours needed and cost, pending 
discussion with Language Advisory Committee), Bayside: Concours, French Karate, 
Verbathon Tournament. 



• Note that if grants are provided to the local branch it is usually only 50% of the cost of each 
event. The remaining funds need to be raised by CPF.  

• It was suggested that CPF use cost-sharing with parents if fundraising is not adequate to 
cover events (i.e., ask parents to contribute $2 for the Maple Man). 

Budget discussion  
• We will find out the results of grant application in November.  
• Note: please ask the LAC chairperson to forward the Minutes of each meeting to CPF so 

that we may be aware of what events would be supported by the teacher in each school. 
• CPF can determine based on fundraising and grants what events can be funded and to what 

extent.   
 
New Business 
• Nothing new.  

Meeting adjourned 19.45 pm. 

Next Meeting: 
•  Tentatively: Thursday, November 15th @ Keating  



September 26, 2018 

Concerns raised by Canadian Parents for French (CPF) regarding the programming currently 
offered for French Immersion at the high school level in School District 63 (SD63): 

1. The choice of Physical Education (PE) as a third core French Course in Grade 9 and 10. 
As per the Benchmark survey conducted by CPF (Appendix 1), this is not standard of 
practice in other schools in Victoria or in Vancouver where Science is the third core 
course. CPF believes that our children are capable of succeeding at and entitled to an 
education that is equal to those of other British Columbians. The PE course does not 
give our children the same amount of French reading and writing as other kids in this 
province. Even if the aim of the PE course is to give the children an opportunity to 
speak French, it falls short of this goal as there are often English speaking guest 
teachers scheduled and significant amounts of time are spent running and or 
conditioning which does not involve engaging with native French speakers. 

2. Continuous academic French not being offered to Grade 9 and 10s. The current 
schedule at Stelly’s with clustering of both French and Social Studies in the same 
semester (the French Immersion core courses) means that children are not guaranteed 
to have academic French in both semesters. Appendix 2 provides an example of a 
schedule for a student who graduated in 2017. The child had instances in which there 
was no academic French instruction for 1 year and then 7 months due to the policy of 
blocking French and Social Studies in the same semester. CPF believes that this is 
unacceptable. Last year, the principal chose to fix this problem after parents 
campaigned for the change meaning that no child had a semester without academic 
French. This school year (2017/2018), however, that decision was inexplicably reversed 
again leaving children with gaps in their French learning. 

3. Limited flexibility in the Stelly’s course schedule. For example, in the 2018/2019 
school year, 3 children of CPF Executives who elected to take Honours English 10 were 
told they could not do so without having an 8 month gap in their French Immersion 
courses. We talked to many other parents whose kids were in the same situation. CPF 
does not feel that it is right that our children should have to choose between having 
continuous French or losing the opportunity to take Honours English. The District needs 
to fund Stelly’s adequately so that they can schedule more Honours English and/or 
offer it at times in which the French Immersion kids can take the courses.  

4. No French Immersion electives. As per the Benchmark survey conducted by CPF 
(Appendix 1), other schools in Victoria and in Vancouver offer a far greater choice and 
more innovative French Immersion electives. Options include Cinema Studies, Drama, 
Culinary Arts, etc. Knowing that our District has a deep pool of talented and creative 
French Immersion teachers, we are deeply disappointed that no similarly interesting 
courses can be offered for our children at the high school level. 

5. Not offering an opportunity for the children to receive recognition of their 
accomplishments through international standardized testing. Many other high schools 
in this province offer the DELF exam to kids in both Immersion and Core French exam 
to obtain the Diplôme d'études en langue française . Here is one example: http://
www.sd43.bc.ca/school/riverside/StaffInfo/departments/languages/french/Pages/
default.aspx. CPF Saanich feels that it is unjust that the District has chosen to 
significantly invest resources in Parkland Secondary so that kids can receive 
accreditation for the International Bachalaureate progam, yet the kids at Stelly’s are 
not able to receive an equivalent internationally recognized designation for their 
academic efforts in French language learning.  

http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/riverside/StaffInfo/departments/languages/french/Pages/default.aspx


6. No accountability or perceived desire to improve the programming. CPF has been 
advocating for four years on these issues to teachers, the District French Language 
coordinators, vice principal, principal and assistant superintendent. All of these 
professionals have at one time or another verbally acknowledged the legitimacy of the 
concerns regarding the current French Immersion programming, yet they are unable or 
unwilling to make the changes to improve the education for the children.   



Appendix 1.  Benchmarking French Immersion Course Offerings at the High School Level in 
BC 

Canadian Parents for French Saanich recently conducted a survey of French Immersion course 
offerings and the results are shown in the table below. Most schools tend to concentrate the 
immersion courses at the beginning of the high school years leaving the later years more free 
for students to pursue specialized course to meet post-secondary requirements. However, we 
have noticed some significant differences between the high schools. For example, all schools 
surveyed (except Stelly’s) offer Science, Social Studies and French in Grade 9 and 10. We 
wondered why the kids in our District could not also benefit from Science at the Grade 9 and 
10 level (before it gets specialized) also have instruction in French. We also note some 
exciting elective options offered at other schools such as Espagnol (Spanish taught in French 
to Immersion students), Cinema Studies, Art dramatique, Etudes en Cinema and Justice 
Sociale. In light of these findings, we have been advocating on your behalf for Stelly’s to 
consider its course offerings. We believe that French Immersion kids in this school should be 
offered an equally rich and diverse curriculum as other BC students. 

*As communicated during the Stellys Open House October 2017. This course has not yet been detremined. 
**Drama course- focusing on oral french skills through drama, presentations, improve speaking etc.) 
École Reynolds Secondary Course Handbook 2017-18. Available at:  
https://reynolds.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2017/02/Course-Handbook-2017-18.pdf. Accessed on 
November 29, 2017. 
École Secondaire Esquimalt High School Course Guide 2017-2018. Available at:  
https://esquimalt.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/34/2013/03/2017-2018-Course-Guide-5.pdf 
Accessed on November 29, 2017. 
École Secondaire OAK BAY High School Course Planning. Available at:  
https://oakbay.sd61.bc.ca/programs-courses/course-planning-information-2/ Accessed on: Accessed on November 
29, 2017. 
Vancouver Technical Course Planning Guide. Available at: http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/vantech/Students/Documents/
Course%20Planning%20Guide%202017-2018.pdf. Accessed on: Accessed on November 29, 2017. 

School Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Stelly’s Français langue 9 
Sciences humaines 9  
Éducation Physique 9

Français langue 10  
Sciences humaines 10 
Éducation Physique 
10

Français langue 11  
Sciences humaines 11 
New course*

Français langue 12

Oak Bay Français langue 9 
Sciences humaines 9 
Sciences naturelles 9

Français langue 10 
Sciences humaines 10 
Sciences naturelles 
10

Français langue 11 
Sciences humaines 11

Français langue 12

Reynolds Français langue 9 
Sciences humaines 9 
Sciences naturelles 9

Français langue 10 
Sciences humaines 10 
Sciences naturelles 
Espagnol 10

Français langue 11  
Geographie Humaines 
11

Français langue 12  
Espagnol 12

Esquimalt Français Langue 09 
Sciences Humaines 
09 
Études en Cinéma 09

Français Langue 10 
Sciences Humaines 
10 
Espagnol 10

Français Langue 11 
Espagnol 11 
Études en Cinéma  11

Français Langue 12 
Justice Sociale 12

Vancouver 
Technical 

Français langue 9 
Sciences humaines 9 
Sciences naturelles 9 
Art dramatique**

Français langue 10 
Sciences humaines 10 
Sciences naturelles 
10 
Planification 10

Français langue 11 
Sciences humaines 11

Français langue 12 
Sciences humaines 12

https://reynolds.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2017/02/Course-Handbook-2017-18.pdf
https://esquimalt.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/34/2013/03/2017-2018-Course-Guide-5.pdf
https://oakbay.sd61.bc.ca/programs-courses/course-planning-information-2/
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/vantech/Students/Documents/Course%2520Planning%2520Guide%25202017-2018.pdf




Appendix 2. Actual schedule of a student who graduated in 2017 showing the impact of 
the decision to block French and Socials together. 

This child who was in French Immersion had no academic French from January of Grade 9 to 
January of Grade 10. Then, there was no French from June of Grade 10 to February of Grade 
11. The courses marked in gray are the core academic French Immersion courses that are 
taught in French.  

  

Actual Stelly's French Immersion Student Schedule - Grades 9 to 12

Block Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2
1 French 9 PE English French 10 English French 11 Biology English
2 Social Studies English Climbing Socials Chemistry Socials Art Biology
3 Science Climbing Art PE Art French 12 Math Math
4 Math Art Math Science Math Planning Chemistry Physics

Core French immersion subjects (i.e., subjects that require reading and writing).

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12


